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JEDDAH: The 5th annual Saudi

Water and Power Forum opens in -

Jeddah today and runs for four

days. The annual event, under the

banner “Change, fnovation and
Sustairiable Development,” will be
opened this evening by Prince
Khaled Al-Faisal, governor of the
Makkah Region, maintains the pro-
file of water use issues as one of the
main challenges facing Saudi
Arabia. i true to form, the forum
will produce some probing ques-
tions and practical strategies for
hoth official and private delegates
to the event,

“The conference has definitely
comie of age as a forum (o discuss
the challenges and perhaps develop
solutions to one of the most press-
ing fssues facing the world, that of
access to, and conservation of,
water,” said Adil Bushnak, chair-
man of Bushnak Group, which is
organizing the forum. He added
that water should not be thought of
in isolation, but holistically.
“Especially in the Kingdom, we
need to develop an infegrated plan
involving water, power and food as
all are core elements 1n the coun-
try’s devefopment.
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divided into two major sessions.
The morning session ”Technology
innovations
Centers:
Investmentf
Opportunities in

This seminar is designed to
introduce the TICs program to
decision-makers within industry,
universities - and appropriate gov-
emment 1genc1es Senior team

: members . . will
explain key fea-
tures of the mode!
being implement-

Innovative ' Water The conference ed, answer ques-
&Power Products™ ' st tions on various
reflects the rapidly has definitely aspects of the pro-
increasing com- come of ageasa gram and seek

mitment _of the

forum to discuss -

Kingdom to roll-out.

research. The King  the challenges and The - afternoon
Abdulaziz City for ‘ ) session,
Science and perhaps develop “Facilitating
Technology is  solutionsto oneof Investment and
establishing a new . Cooperation  in
progran intended ~ the MOStpressing  saudi  Arabia’s

o promote couab- issues facing the Power & 'Wﬂte.r
orative research Industry” will look
with industry. world, that of access 4 the investment
Called the to, and conservation opportunities  in
Technology - the Kingdom in
Innovation Centers of, watet.” the water and .
(TiCs),  they . power seciors. Tn
address  three M the context of a
major areas of global financial

operation: Education and training;
excellence in research and knowi-

-edge transfer to industry in a vari-

ely of technical fields.

downturn, a review of the state of
play and trigger off some inventive
thinking that will be needed to
address the generation of invest-

input for program -

| innovation

The forum stages 7 first day of - “ment and attractnfe opportumms

for private capital.

The seminar will Took af’ w*tys of
'td1ptmg to the changing business
environment jn Saudi Arabia and
focus on strafegies for successful

.cooperation between govemmént

agencies and private investors in
the water and power sectors. . .
In the evening,.the Minister for
Water -and Electricity Abdullah
Al-Hussayen will open the - -eihibi-
tion that accompanies the forum.
Monday and - Tuesday see ‘the’
forum discussing: issues that' will -’
surely produce lively debate, On °
Monday, sustainable power and
watet production ‘and ‘the pros-’
pects for alternativé énergy Sotirces

. for utilities are two of the foci. .

The following day (Tuesday) the
thorny questions of demand man-
agement, fariff policy and consum-
er relations, water re-use and envi-

- ronmental management and the

challenges of pmﬂtiza!ion come
under the microscope... .
Wednesday :gives delegates the
opportunity. to tour Jeddah's desali-
nation plants and question managers
and staff on'the ground and make a
first hand evaluation of the current
sitnation in Jeddah and -exchange,
ideas about future development. .




